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“Very Japanese

7. This is the home of golden eagles, which are a

national natural treasure, lighting bugs, and others. The town has

recently gained attention as a town of green and blue tourism
because of its affluent nature. We are proceeding to improve the

town and develop a community by preserving its rich environment

Minamisanriku Town has attractive vistas of sea, rivers, forests,
and producing exchanges between people.

and mountains. Visitors are touched by its

landscape
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In Minamisanriku Town, we are active in handing down local
performing arts. When elders in the community guide and coach
the youth and children, they exchange beyond generations, know
compassion, and nurture spirits to love the homeland and to value
culture and traditions that are the assets of the town. There are a
lot of volunteers within the town under the idea of “Protect our
town by ourselves while cooperating with and helping each other”
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16

. Minamisanriku Town preserves ideal ecosystems and started the “Eco College Project” with

“Sansan-kan” in Shizugawa, local residents give lessens to the visitors with a variety of ways for hands-on learning.

Individuals and groups in Minamisanriku Town do many original and unique activities to “Try to create a town where
the “Shizugawa Nature Center” in Shizugawa as the base of environmental learning. In a base of green tourism

we live by ourselves”
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(EI Dorado) cultivated in the town, attract nationwide attention as one of the

Minamisanriku brand names. In 1993, the high-quality chrysanthemums received the grand prix at the Horticulture
Exhibition in Stuttgart, Germany. Fisheries and tourism here collaborated and appear as a new business that

conveys the taste of seafood and beauty of the sea to people outside the town in a new field of “tourist fishery” .
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The view as it changes from season to season in
Minamisanriku Town. Spring features traditional white
goby fishing in the Isatomae River. In summer, the
blue sea shines and many sea bathers come.
“Hikoro-no-sato” where you can feel the atmos-
phere of 250 years ago, the late Edo period, and Mt.
Tabashine are colored with fall foliage in autumn.
Snow seldom falls in winter because of a temperate
climate facing the Pacific Ocean.
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seaweed), and processed marine products.

(

fish and shellfish) in Miyagi Prefecture. Especially, the octopus in Shizugawa

(

“Ishari” is used to catch octopus in Minamisanriku. Other Minamisanriku produces to be proud of are silver salmon,

Bay are popular and known as “Akashi octopus in the west or Shizugawa octopus in the east” . A traditional, unique tool
oysters, sea squirts, abalone, sea urchins, wakame and mekabu

Minamisanriku Town boasts a prominent catch
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(Sendai is the seat of the

is popular in Japan because they are good quality and are shipped all

Miyagi’ s prefectural government), which is one of Japan’s famous marbled beefs. Other specialties are juicy Japanese
butterbur (Mizu-fuki), local brand rice “Minamisanriku-mai Hitomebore” , silvervine (matatabi) tea, and fig wine.

year round. Minamisanriku Town is widely known as a main producing area of “Sendai beef”

Minamisanriku’ s Ringiku (a kind of chrysanthemum)
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The whole area of Minamisanriku Town was under the sea more than 200,000,000 years ago, and the world’ s oldest

ichthyosaur fossil “Utatsusaurs” from 242,000,000 years ago was found in 1970. The “Gyoryu-kan”

(ichithyosaur

museum) was constructed to commemorate it. There is also a history as a gold producing area. The town is known to

support the gorgeous, golden culture of the Fujiwara family who prospered 850 years ago in Hiraizumi.
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Minamisanriku Town is the birthplace of sericulture in the Sendai Domain. In 1888, the “Asahi Silk Manufacturer”

was established. It used a silk reeling machine for the first in Japan and was devoted to developing the Japanese
silk industry. The 1960 Chilean tsunami must be remembered. The highest tide level reached 5.5 m, and the town

was destroyed in an instant. From this lesson, we move on to “build a strong town against a disaster” .
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- Minamisanriku Town has a “Minamisanriku Town Comprehensive Plan” for 10 years from 2007. The citizens and
BEOYEETITEOVCED ATORKEND —BICH S 7 £ O BRI R B K ICER R U H BTN I AR R BB T a5 SEREER [(3E0VAHE] BB administration are building a town to ‘Live in harmony with nature’, ’ Lift self-governing consciousness’, and ’ Raise the brand
[E%7z7 ] it (2006%7R) image of Minamisanriku Town’ with the slogan “Town with wellbeing and prosperity weaved by nature, people and living” .

Our policies: 1. A safe and secure town, strong against disaster, 2. A lively town with industrial promotion, 3. Comprehensive,
well-developed healthcare and welfare, 4. A pleasant living environment in harmony with nature, 5. Education and culture
nurturing intelligence and rich minds, 6. Vigorous collaboration with citizens, and 7. Strategic administration, making great
strides in the Minamisanriku district, while each community shows individuality, building a town of vitality.
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nature and history such as the Rias Coast formed over an eternity, and traditions
and cultures that have been left by and passed down from our ancestors.

In order to make the best use of the valuable assets in the present time and to
pass them on to the future, we are rediscovering our living and livelihood, and
proceeding to build a “small but shiny” town that is aware of locality and originality.

In the new stage, “Minamisanriku Town”, each citizen who loves this town
plays a leading part. | hope to write an attractive story that will succeed to the
next generations, together with townspeople who are confident and proud.
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Newly born Minamisanriku Town is abundant with valuable assets of rich




http://www.town.minamisanriku.miyagi.jp/
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